Staff Profile
Data Integrity and Research Liaison Officer, Serious Crime Analysis Section

Whenever I tell people where I work, I can immediately see them start to think that I work with a load of Cracker-style profilers, or in some high-tech glass-walled office, or up to the elbows in gore and evidence and test tubes - I think it’s the CSI Effect. Sadly, the reality is quite a lot different from all of those glossy TV programmes – we just have a normal office full of normal people! The atmosphere is just like any other office too – it’s not as intense as you might think.

So, I don’t spend my days at crime scenes or trying to second-guess serial killers. Basically, I’m responsible for ensuring the accuracy and integrity of all of the information we hold, which involves both checking the accuracy of the data that’s entered onto our various systems, and ensuring that it’s kept up-to-date. I also organise, arrange, administrate and extract data for the various research projects that are conducted on our data – as a detailed national database of sexual offences we have a unique resource of great interest to academics. 

One of the best things about my job is the variety of work I get to do – there’s no such thing as an average day for me.

I came to this job from quite a varied background; I started out studying engineering at the University of Liverpool, which I later swapped for a BA in computer science and history of art. When I graduated, I did a variety of fairly boring jobs – I did some telemarketing, worked in pensions for a couple of years, and then worked as a Soft Drinks Editor for a company that produce comprehensive reports on the global soft drinks industry. I had always wanted to work with computers in some capacity, but had never wanted to write code or design software. My dad actually saw this job advertised and thought I’d enjoy it – I filled in the application form almost just to stop him from badgering me about it, and didn’t think I’d even get as far as an interview, which just goes to show!

